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Additional Case Information:

Stock was transferred from Meavag hatchery 11 August to 14 August

Very low mortality rates since input, no morts have been disposed of yet, planning to take to landfill.

Escape incident: Site manager was contacted on the 11/05/2019 informing him that there were   number of fishermen at the 

loch catching rainbow trout. 

Manager came out to the site and completed a full inspection of all nets and no holes were noted. A spinner was recovered 

from the side of pen 5. This indicted that there had been fishermen accessing the site and fishing in the pens. 

Given that there were no holes and that the site had been accessed the manger suspected that fish had been released from 

the pens and contacted the local police. 

No recount has been made yet as this will be completed as the site is harvested out. 

At the time of the inspection four pens were stocked.  The nets originated from Carranoch smolts and were part of the site 

buyout. The age of the nets is not known. The nets were inspected by Net Services Scalpay. All nets had been break tested 

and passed on the 2/8/18.

One net is due to be replaced in August 2019 as the jump net break test was nearing the minimum strength. The ID tag was 

different on the service card than the tag on the net however the manager informed me that there was an additional cylinder 

tag that I had missed. 

The other three nets have been approved for 24 months (from 2/8/18)

Before deployment the nets were inspected and repaired by manager and an employee, no records were maintained. The nets 

are checked during morting and during site visits and repaired when required but no significant holes have been repaired. 

The loch has no direct contact with open water, there is one loch below but there is only connected by a small trickle stream.. 

A high number of fishermen have been in the area but the numbers of fish being caught are declining. Due to the number of 

fishermen no effort has been made to recover any fish.  

The fish on site were in good general condition.  

Rats were reported to be an issue by accessing the site and chewing on the nets above the water line.   Traps have been put 

in place on the pens and also on the shore and the issue has resolved
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0449                   DATE OF VISIT   28/05/2019 
SITE NO FS0506                   SITE NAME        Loch Rithenan (Loch Nan Ritheanan) 
INSPECTOR                CASE NO        20190265 
 
 
Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 
 
The above site was inspected, in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) 
Regulations 2009, and to meet the requirements of European Community Council Directive 
2006/88/EC.   
 
All epidemiological units were inspected. On this occasion no samples were taken for disease 
analysis. The Inspector did not observe any clinical signs associated with the listed diseases 
as described in the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009.  
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as low. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted every third year. The 
category of the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required. 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding 
this site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also 
inspected to ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production 
Business (APB) are being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal movement records were inspected and appeared to be adequately 
maintained. No aquaculture product movements had been conducted.  
 
Records in relation to aquaculture animals transported by the business were inspected and 
found to be adequately maintained.  
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained.  
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An enhanced inspection to ascertain the risk of escape from the fish farm was conducted in 
accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007.  
 
The visit consisted of an inspection of facilities, records and the provision of advice. 
 
a) Inspection of i) escape incidents and ii) contingency procedures 
  
The escape incident in May 2019 was not immediately reported to the Fish Health Inspectorate, 
nor to other relevant stakeholders. 
 
It is recommended that a documented review of the procedure in place for dealing with a 
breach in containment is undertaken to ensure that, in accordance with The Aquatic 
Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 (as amended) and A Code of Good Practice for 
Scottish Finfish Aquaculture (CoGP) (chapter 3, point 4.39), any escape, or suspected 
escape, of live fish should be reported immediately to all relevant stakeholders, including 
the relevant Producer Organisation or industry association, the local District Salmon 
Fisheries Board and Fisheries Trust. 
 
b)i) Inspection of records relating to equipment, facilities and the site 
 
Records relating to facilities and nets were not being maintained correctly. 
 
It is recommended that to meet the requirements of Schedule 2 of the Fish Farming 
Businesses (Record Keeping) (Scotland) Order 2008 (RKO) records must be kept in 
relation to each facility, mooring and net to include: 
 

 The name of the manufacturer; 

 Any special adaptations; 

 The name of the supplier; 

 The date of purchase; 

 Each inspection including - 
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 The name of the person conducting the inspection; 

 The date of each inspection; 

 The place of each inspection; and 

 The outcome of each inspection; and 
 

 The date and result of each repair, equipment test and antifouling treatment carried 
out. 

 the place of use, storage and disposal in relation to each net. 
 

 the date of construction of each facility; 

 the materials used in construction of each facility. 
 
The site was unable to provide evidence that pens and moorings are designed, manufactured,  
installed and are fit for purpose at the location of the site.  
 
It is recommended that a documented review is undertaken to demonstrate in accordance 
with the CoGP Chapter 3, point 4.11 that pen and mooring systems are designed, 
manufactured and installed to ensure that they are fit for purpose at the location of the 
site. 
 
Nylon nets, older than 5 years, were in use on the site. 
 
It is recommended that a plan for net replacement is developed and introduced to ensure 
that in accordance with the CoGP chapter 3 Point 4.16 nylon nets older than 5 years from 
date of manufacture should not be used. 
 
It was not known if the nets had been treated with a UV inhibitor, this was discussed at the time, 
no further action is required. 
 
b)ii) Inspection of records relating to training 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required. 
 
b)iii) Inspection of records relating to procedures and risk assessments 
 
Records in relation to procedures and risk assessments were not available for inspection. 
 
It is recommended that in accordance with the CoGP Chapter 3 Points 4.27 and 4.9) that 
when the risk of escape is increased during procedures such as fish input, grading, 
vaccination and transfer of fish within and between sites, such procedures should be 
carried out to a standard operating procedure, based on risks identified and include 
planning and supervision to minimise any risk. In order to meet the requirements of the 
RKO  Schedule 2, parts 7,b and 8,c records of these assessments must be maintained. 
 
There was no record of the type or size of the boat used for operations on the site. 
 
In order to meet the requirements of the RKO Schedule 2 part 6,b a record of the type and 
size of each boat used for operations on the site must be maintained. 
 
Records in relation to predator risk assessments and predator measures were not maintained. 
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