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Additional Case Information:

Water very dark and peaty, visibility very limited.  No moribund or lethargic fish observed. 

When transferring fish off site by helicopter on a very calm day the increased downdraft of the helicopter caused the lifted net 

to bag and snag on metal stanchions on the steel cages. This caused a approximately 10 mesh large (~10 cm) hole about 0.5-

0.6m below the waterline. To date no counts have been conducted at the sea site to ascertain the numbers lost. Numbers on 

the final notification are worst case scenario figures.  

Changes made to procedures are that the raft and the helicopter are to be kept as far from the pen that is to be transferred as 

possible on the cage group. Before the raft was right next to the pen to be transferred. A pipe is used to pump the fish from the 

cage to the helicopter bucket that is kept on the raft. The helicopter then collect the bucket from the raft.  

Update Helicopter Lifting procedure to include change as above. 

Documents received 21/07/2020 and further documents received 10/05/2021. Ongoing review of the helicopter procedure has 

taken into account updated health and safety guidance, the initial mitigation suggested has been replaced by increased 

monitoring of equipment that may be at risk of increased damage due to downdrafts. Other documents required or 

recommended to be updated have been received and reviewed as satisfactory 24/05/2021.
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BUSINESS NO FB0169  DATE OF VISIT 04/12/2019 
SITE NO FS0737  SITE NAME Loch Huamavat 
INSPECTOR  CASE NO 20190734 
 
  

ENHANCED CONTAINMENT INSPECTION 
 

a) Inspection of i) escape incidents and ii) contingency procedures 
 
The following recommendation is made for improvement.  
 
It is recommended that to meet the requirements of schedule 2, section 9 of the Fish 
Farming Businesses (Record Keeping) (Scotland) Order 2008 and to ensure compliance 
with A Code of Good Practice for Scottish Finfish Aquaculture (CoGP)  (chapter 3, sections 
4.36 and 4.40) the record maintained of the site-specific contingency plans for preventing 
escapes should be updated to include details for recovery of escaped fish. 
 
b)i) Inspection of records relating to equipment, facilities and the site 
 
The following recommendations are made for improvement.  
 
It is recommended that to meet the requirements of schedule 2, section 1 of the Fish 
Farming Businesses (Record Keeping) (Scotland) Order 2008 farmers should maintain a 
record for facilities and moorings containing : 
1. (a) the name of the manufacturer 
 (b) any special adaptations 
 (c) the name of the supplier 
 (d) the date of purchase 
 
It is also recommended that to meet the requirements of schedule 2, section 3 of the Fish 
Farming Businesses (Record Keeping) (Scotland) Order 2008 farmers should maintain a 
record for facilities containing: 
3. (i) the date of construction 
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    Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/charter 
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The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/charter 
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