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Cereal and Oilseed Rape 
Harvest 2018

First Estimates Introduction

How our first estimates are derived
The first estimate of the Scottish harvest is 
based mainly on information gathered by a 
panel of industry experts. This is combined 
with provisional census results for the areas 
grown, to produce estimated production 
totals.
Why do we produce first estimates?
First estimates are used to monitor cereal 
production and are required by EU regulations.

Are the first estimates accurate?
Differences in the first and final yield estimates 
are due to the amount of information available 
when calculating first estimates. We will not 
know the true final values until we publish the 
Cereal Production Survey results in December.

Total cereal production, the area grown and 
yields in Scotland are estimated to have 
decreased in 2018 compared to the previous 
year. Poor weather conditions experienced at 
key times during the year may have 
contributed to the fall.

Around 420,000 hectares of cereals are 
estimated to have been grown, three per cent 
lower than 2017. Estimates for yield look likely 
to drop by six per cent, which may lead to a 
nine per cent drop in production, to 2.6 million 
tonnes.

Oilseed rape is expected to follow a similar 
pattern to cereal crops with drops in 
production, area and yield in 2018.
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Cereal and Oilseed Rape 
Harvest 2018

First Estimates Data Sources and More Information

Data Source

First estimates of the Scottish Cereal and Oilseed 
Rape Harvest are made at the annual Crop 
Report Meeting. A panel of experts from the 
Scottish cereal industry provide their estimates of 
the harvest yields and these are applied to 
provisional data for areas sown. 

Data Tables and Methodology

The data used to create the charts in this publication and 
the methodology document are available online at
www.gov.scot/stats/bulletins/01316

If you have any questions or comments about this 
publication, please email agric.stats@gov.scot or phone 
0300 244 9718.

Crown Copyright

You may use or re-use this information (not including 
logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under 
the terms of the Open Government Licence. See: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/version/3/

Final estimates of cereal areas will be 
published in the June Agricultural Census on 
9th October. 

Final estimates of the 2018 cereal harvest will 
be available in December. These are based on 
data gathered from a sample of farms across 
Scotland.

http://www.gov.scot/stats/bulletins/01316
mailto:agric.stats@gov.scot
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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