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Introduction and key points 
 
The purpose of this Statistics Release is to present national figures on visually impaired persons registered with Local 
Authorities in Scotland. All figures relate to the 31

st
 March 2010 and are provisional and, as such, may be subject to 

change. The final figures will be published in future publications.  
 

Registration with Local Authorities for blind and partially sighted persons is not compulsory. Research studies suggest 
that between a quarter and a third of visually impaired people are in fact registered with Local Authorities (see 
background note for more details). 
 

Chart 1: Registered Visually Impaired Persons by Age Group, 2010  
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Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons Return Form SWB   

 
Information collected on visually impaired persons show that: - 
 

 In 2010, the number of people registered as blind or partially sighted was estimated to be 34,492.   
 

 There were 2,985 cases registered during the period 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010, an increase of 1.7 per cent 
on 2009. 

 

 The majority, 55 per cent, of those on the register were blind, 45 per cent were partially sighted. 
 

 39 per cent of those on the register were male and 61 per cent were female.  
 

 Three-quarters (75 per cent) of those registered were over the age of 65. 
 

 11,158 persons (32 per cent) of those registered as visually impaired had additional disabilities. Of these, nearly a 
quarter were deaf (22 per cent). 
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Section 1: Blind Persons 
 
There were 18,942 registered blind persons in 2010. The number registered blind has shown a drop of just over three per 
cent over the last year.  This continues the trend of small, but steady falls since 2000.  (See background note for more 
details). 
 
The number of new cases registered during the year was 1,160. This is down by over seven per cent on the previous 
year. 
 
In 2010, there were 3.6 people registered blind for every 1,000 people in the population of Scotland (see table 1a). 
 
Table 1a: Number of Registered Blind Persons and New Registrations during the Year 2000-2010 

Year 
1
 

New 
Cases 

Total 
Registered per 

1000 Pop'n 

2010 1,160 18,942 3.6 

2009 1,254 19,580 3.8 

2008 1,375 19,959 3.9 

2007 1,418 20,457 4.0 

2006 1,537 21,785 4.3 

2005 1,682 23,248 4.6 

2004 1,566 23,172 4.6 

2003 1,743 23,557 4.7 

2002 1,713 23,451 4.6 

2001 1,766 24,748 4.9 

2000 1,903 24,839 4.9 
1
 Care should be taken when commenting on trends as the fall 

in numbers between 2000 and 2002 is explained in part by 
improvements in reporting procedures by some local 
authorities. 

Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons 
Return Form SWB   

 
Just under three-quarters of registered blind persons are over the age of 65, with approximately two-thirds being over 75. 
There are significantly more women registered blind (61 per cent) than men (39 per cent).  
 
Almost 44 per cent of all registered blind people are women aged 75 and over (see table 1b). This is also reflected in the 
new registrations where around 42 per cent of the new registered cases are women aged 75 and over.  
 
Excluding the ’75 and over’ age group there is a much more even split between the sexes. (See Table 1b & Chart 1b). 
   
Table 1b: Number of Registered Blind Persons and New Registrations by Age and Gender, 2010 

 AGE  
New Cases Total Cases 

Male Female Male Female Total 

Under 16 24 11 208 172 380 

16-29 19 12 345 270 615 

30-49 47 42 974 771 1,745 

50-64 52 52 1,121 977 2,098 

65-74 77 89 940 999 1,939 

75 and over 251 484 3,861 8,304 12,165 

All ages-Total 470 690 7,449 11,493 18,942 

Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons Return Form SWB   
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Chart 1b: Number of Registered Blind Persons and New Registrations by Age and Gender, 2010 
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Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons Return Form SWB   
 
The number of registered blind people per 1,000 population is 3.6 for the whole of Scotland. This varies from 1.5 in 
Aberdeenshire to 6.0 in the City of Glasgow.  A more detailed breakdown showing the rate per 1,000 population by age 
and sex for each Local Authority is available in Annex A on page 9. 
 
An estimated 6,572 (35 per cent) of all registered blind persons have additional disabilities, nearly a quarter of which are 
deaf (22 per cent).  Over 71 per cent of those with additional disabilities were over the age of 65 (see Table 1c). 
 
Table 1c: Number of Registered Blind Persons with Additional Disabilities by Age, 2010   

Additional 
Disability 

AGE 
Total 

Under 16 16-64 65 and over 

Deaf 8 256 1,209 1,473 

Physically 
Disabled 

49 661 2,516 3,226 

Learning 
Difficulties 

11 338 74 423 

Mental Health 
Problems 

6 207 462 675 

Multiple 
Disabilities 

75 276 424 775 

Total 149 1,738 4,685 6,572 

Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons Return Form SWB   
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Section 2: Partially Sighted Persons 
 
There were an estimated 15,550 registered partially sighted persons in 2010. This is very slightly up on last year (0.1 per 
cent).  The number of people registered as partially sighted has been steadily rising over the last 11 years to 2006 with a 
slight dip in numbers in 2007, increasing again in 2008.  The number of new cases registered during the year was 1,825. 
This is up nine per cent on the previous year. The number of people registered partially sighted per 1,000 population is 
3.0 for this year. This has remained at around the same level since 2003. (see Table 2a).   
 
Table 2a: Number of Registered Partially Sighted Persons and New Registrations during the years 2000-2010 

Year 
1
 

New 
Cases 

Total 
Registered per 

1000 Pop'n 

2010 1,825 15,550 3.0 

2009 1,680 15,537 3.0 

2008 1,738 15,957 3.1 

2007 1,845 15,181 3.0 

2006 1,953 15,569 3.0 

2005 1,759 15,339 3.0 

2004 1,855 14,770 2.9 

2003 1,748 14,443 2.9 

2002 2,061 13,972 2.8 

2001 1,856 13,676 2.7 

2000 1,839 13,636 2.7 
1 
Care should be taken when commenting on trends as the fall 

in numbers since 2000 is explained in part by improvements in 
reporting procedures by some local authorities. 

Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons 
Return Form SWB   

 
Data on registered partially sighted individuals shows a similar picture to that of registered blind individuals. 
Approximately three-quarters (74 per cent) of registered partially sighted persons are over the age of 65, with 
approximately two-thirds (63 per cent) being aged 75 or over. There are significantly more women registered as partially 
sighted (62 per cent) than men (38 per cent). Again, just under half (44 per cent) of all registered partially sighted people 
are women aged 75 and over (see table 2b).  
 
This large proportion of partially sighted women aged 75 or over is also mirrored in the new registrations where 42 per 
cent of the new registered cases are women aged 75 and over. Excluding the ’75 and over’ age group there is a much 
more even split between the sexes (see Table 2b & Chart 2b). 
 
Table 2b: Number of Registered Partially Sighted Persons and New Registrations by Age and Gender, 2010 

AGE  
New Cases Total Cases 

Male  Female Male Female Total 

Under 16 39 21 265 177 442 

16-29 31 22 392 306 698 

30-49 68 67 695 592 1,287 

50-64 95 99 809 809 1,618 

65-74 109 179 794 963 1,757 

75 and over 322 773 2,913 6,835 9,748 

All ages-Total 664 1,161 5,868 9,682 15,550 

Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons Return Form SWB   
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Chart 2b: Percentage of Registered Partially Sighted Persons and New Registrations by Age and Gender, 2010 
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Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons Return Form SWB   
 
The number of people registered partially sighted per 1,000 population is 3.0 for the whole of Scotland. This varies from 
1.6 in Moray to 4.6 in Argyll and Bute. A more detailed breakdown showing the rate per 1,000 population by age and sex 
for each Local Authority is available in Annex B on page 10. 
 
An estimated 4,586 (29 per cent) of all registered partially sighted persons have additional disabilities, around three-
quarters (73 per cent) of which are aged 65 and over. Physical disabilities account for over half (56 per cent) and nearly a 
quarter (22 per cent) are deaf (see Table 2c). 
 
Table 2c: Number of Registered Partially Sighted Persons with Additional Disabilities by Age, 2010 

Additional 
Disability  

AGE 
Total 

Under 16 16-64 65 and over 

Deaf 10 102 891 1,003 

Physically 
Disabled 

49 579 1,939 2,567 

Learning 
Difficulties 

23 185 43 251 

Mental Health 
Problems 

2 99 209 310 

Multiple 
Disabilities 

33 146 276 455 

Total 117 1,111 3,358 4,586 

Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons Return Form SWB   
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Section 3: Visually Impaired Under 65-year-olds 
 
Time series data showing the number of visually impaired people under the age of 65 over the last 11 years is shown in 
the chart below. The overall number of people under 65 who are registered blind has remained fairly level, averaging 
around 4,900 people each year.  The number of partially sighted people increased each year between 2000 and 2006, fell 
in 2007, before rising again between 2008 and 2010. 
 
Chart 3: Time Series of Registered Blind and Registered Partially Sighted Persons Aged 65 and Under, 2000-2010 
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Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons Return Form SWB 
 
Overall the number of registered visually impaired under 65-year-olds has increased by around one per cent on last year.  
The ratio per 1,000 population is at around 2.0. Data on under 65’s by local authority and sex is shown in Annex C on 
page 11. 
 
Table 3a: Number of Registered Visually Impaired Under 65-year-olds, 2000 - 2010 

Year 
No. of Registered 
Visually Impaired 

under 65 year olds 
1
 

Registered under 
65's per 1,000 Pop'n 

of under 65's 

2010 8,883 2.1 

2009 8,796 2.0 

2008 8,703 2.0 

2007 8,724 2.0 

2006 8,970 2.1 

2005 8,354 2.0 

2004 8,285 2.0 

2003 8,068 1.9 

2002 7,928 1.9 

2001 7,836 1.8 

2000 7,707 1.8 

1
 Data for under 65-year-olds should be more reliable than older age 

groups due to lower mortality rates. 

Source: Registration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons Return 
Form SWB 
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Section 4 : Background Information: 
 
Data was collected on persons registered with local authorities as at 31

st
 March 2010. New cases are new registrations 

within the year from 1
st
 April 2009 to 31

st
 March 2010. 

 
The information is derived from returns made to the Scottish Government by Scottish Local Authorities.  The return asks 
for the number of blind and partially sighted persons by age, sex and additional disabilities. It does not include persons 
who may meet the criteria for being blind or partially sighted but have not registered with their Local Authority. 
 
The Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 gives Local Authorities the power to maintain a register of people who are blind or 
partially sighted. However registration is voluntary and while registration provides access to a number of benefits and 

concessions there remain a large number of people who meet the criteria but are not registered.  Research in 1991
1 

undertaken at a UK level, indicated that the number of people on registers is some 23 per cent of those eligible.  In 2001 
they estimated it to be under a third. 
 
‘Think dual sensory’ published in 1997 by the Department of Health suggested that some 2,000 people in Scotland could 
have some degree of deafblindness. Our latest figures show that there are 1,473 people registered as deafblind in 
Scotland and a further 1,003 people registered as partially sighted and deaf. This suggests that people are more likely to 
register if they have multiple disabilities. 
 
Additionally, there are known data problems prior to 2000 where people have not been removed from the register of blind 
and partially sighted persons. Many Local Authorities have in recent years improved their registers by comparing with the 
register of deaths and this may in part explain the decrease in the number of registered blind persons since 2000. 
Therefore, care should be taken when commenting on trends as the fall in numbers since 2000 is explained in part by 
improvements in reporting procedures by some Local Authorities. 
 
All calculate rates per 1000 population in this Statistics Release have been based on the appropriate mid-year population 
estimate from GRO(S). 2010 rates have been calculated using the 2009 mid-year population estimate for example. 
 
 
Data issues and changes from Previous Years 
 
West Lothian's 2000 partially sighted data, has been updated following the identification of an error. This means that the 
figures now differ from those previously published within the statistical releases. 
 
Glasgow have substantially revised their figures in recent years following a move to a new management information 
system. This has resulted in improvements to data quality for 2006 and 2007 but care should be taken when comparing 
2005 and 2006 figures as many of the changes seen are largely due to changes in the Glasgow figures. In 2008, they 
moved to a new management information system and have been cleaning the data as they transfer it. This has resulted in 
further changes to Glasgow's data, this work was ongoing in 2009 and has resulted in the 2009 figures being amended in 
this publication.  
 
East Renfrewshire’s figures for 2009 have been revised following the identification of an error within their data extraction 
query code. 
 
In 2007, East Dunbartonshire undertook quality assurance on their data in 2008 and this led to reductions in their figures 
compared with 2007. 
 
Fife were unable to provide complete information on additional disabilities.  Care should therefore be taken when 
interpreting figures as a small amount of data has been estimated. 
 
Edinburgh, Orkney, Dumfries and Galloway and Scottish Borders undertook data cleaning in 2009. Also in 2009 Dumfries 
and Galloway had an Eye Care Review; and Scottish Borders have a new Sensory Perception Unit.  This work is ongoing 
in 2010, and Argyll and Bute, Dundee and South Lanarkshire have also undertaken data cleaning.   
 
 

                                                           
1 Blind and Partially Sighted Adults in Britain: The RNIB Survey, Volume 1, HMSO, 1991 
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Further Information 
 
Further details and analysis of the data presented in this Statistics Release are available on request from the address 
given below. The Statistics Release is available in large print and on the Internet by accessing the Scottish Government 
web site (www.scotland.gov.uk). 
 
Community Care Statistics 
Basement Rear 
St Andrew's House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG 
 
Contact: Steven Gillespie 
Tel: 0131 244 3777 
E-mail: SWStat@scotland.gov.uk 
 
This statistics release was published on  
26 October 2010 
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Annex A: Registered Blind by Local Authority, 2010 
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Annex B: Registered Partially Sighted by Local Authority, 2010 
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Annex C: Registered Visually Impaired by Local Authority, 2010 
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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN GROUP 
 
OUR AIM 
 
To provide relevant and reliable information, analysis and advice that meet the needs of government, business and the people of Scotland. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
1. To produce statistics and analysis relevant to user needs by 

 Developing our understanding of customer requirements to ensure statistics are kept relevant and analysis is well targeted;  

 Developing the range of statistics and analysis we produce; 

 Where practicable improving timeliness; 

 Providing more statistics disaggregated by age, gender and ethnicity; 

 Developing more data for small areas through the Neighbourhood Statistics project; 

 Contributing to production of comparable statistics across the UK and internationally. 
 
2. To ensure effective use of our statistics by 

 Contributing more directly to policy processes inside and where possible outside government; 

 Improving access to and presentation of data and analysis; 

 Improving the advice provided on statistics. 
 
3. To work effectively with users and providers by 

 Maintaining arrangements to consult and involve users and providers; 

 Involving users and providers in planning developments in outputs and processes; 

 Minimising the burden on data providers through dropping or streamlining collections as appropriate, to ensure the benefits of the information 
justify the costs of collection. 

 
4. To develop the quality of statistics by 

 Assuring and improving quality as an integral part of data collection and analysis and through regular reviews in line with National Statistics 
quality strategy; 

 Developing statistical methods, systems and classifications; 

 Working with the rest of the Government Statistical Service to develop joint approaches/solutions where appropriate. 
 
5. To assure the integrity of statistics by 

 Maintaining and promoting integrity through implementation of the National Statistics Code of Practice and related protocols; 

 Safeguarding the confidentiality of data subjects. 
 
6. To ensure the efficient and effective delivery of statistics products and services by 

 Making best use of all sources including administrative sources; 

 Working with other analysts to maximise the contribution of our own and other analysts’ work; 

 Ensuring value for money; 

 Making best use of Information and Communications Technology; 

 Ensuring effective communication within the Statistician Group. 
 
7. To develop our workforce and competences 

 Ensuring recruitment of staff with the necessary skills and potential; 

 Ensuring development of expertise amongst existing staff; 

 Promoting and upholding the standards of the statistics profession. 
 

 
This is a National Statistics publication 
 
"This is a National Statistics publication.  It has been produced to high professional standards set out in the National Statistics Code of Practice Protocol 
- see www.statistics.gov.uk/about_ns/cop/default.asp 

 
These statistics undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs.  They are produced free from any political 
interference." 
 
Details of pre-release access will be provided in the Scottish Government Statistics Website under 'Forthcoming Releases' 
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Correspondence and enquiries 
 
Enquiries Community Care Statistics 
should be addressed to: 
 
Steven Gillespie 
Analytical Services Division 
Health Directorate 
St Andrews House 
Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Telephone: 0131 244 3777; Fax: 0131 244 5427 
e-mail: Swstat@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

General enquiries on Scottish Government statistics 
can be addressed to: 
 
 
Office of the Chief Statistician 
Scottish Government 
Floor 1N.03, St Andrews House 
EDINBURGH   EH1 3DG 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0302; Fax: (0131) 244 5427 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

 
Advice on specific areas of Scottish Government statistical work can be obtained from staff at the telephone numbers given below: 
 
Scottish Government Statistics contacts 

Agricultural census and labour force (0131) 244 6150 

Business (0141) 242 5446 

Community Care (0131) 244 3777 

Courts and law (0131) 244 2227 

 Environment (0131) 244 0445 

 Equality (0131) 244 0324 

 Fisheries   (0131) 244 6441 

Further and Higher Education   (0141) 242 0273 

Health (0131) 244 3777 

Housing (0131) 244 7236 

Income, Tax and Benefits (0131) 244 2583 

Labour market (0141) 242 5446 

Local government finance (0131) 244 7033 

Planning (0131) 244 0439 

Prisons (0131) 244 2147 

Recorded crime (0131) 244 2635 

Schools – pupils and teachers (0131) 244 1689 

Schools – qualifications (0131) 244 0315 

Scottish Government personnel (0131) 244 3926 

Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics  (0131) 244 0442 

The Economy (0131) 244 2234 

Transport (0131) 244 7255 
 

Other contacts for Scottish statistics 

Forestry Commission (0131) 314 6337 

General Register Office for Scotland 
- Vital statistics and publications 
-  Population statistics, census statistics 
or digital boundary products 

(0131) 314 4243 
 

(0131) 314 4254 

The Scottish Funding Councils for 
Higher and Further Education 

(0131) 313 6575 
 

 
For general enquiries about National Statistics in the United 
Kingdom Government contact the National Statistics Public 
Enquiry Service on 
 
020 7533 5888 
minicom: 01633 812399 
Email: info@statistics.gov.uk 
Fax: 01633 652747 
Letters: room DG/18, 1 Drummond Gate, 
LONDON SW1V 2QQ 
 
You can also find National Statistics on the internet -  
go to www.statistics.gov.uk 
 

 
If you would like to be consulted about new or existing statistical collections or receive notification of forthcoming statistical publications, please register 
your interest on the Scottish Government ScotStat website at www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat 
 
Current contact points, e-mail addresses and the publications listed below as well as a range of other statistical publications can be found on the 
Scottish Government Web site at www.scotland.gov.uk/stats 
 
Further information on the General Register Office for Scotland is available on the website www.gro-scotland.gov.uk 
 
Most recent Health Statistical Publications relating to the Community Care theme  

Ref no. Title Last published Price 

97807559 77529 Home Care Services, Scotland, 2009 24 November 2009 - 

97807559 93253 Care Homes, Scotland 2009 27 April 2010 - 

97807559 96636 Self-directed Support (Direct Payments), Scotland, 2010 28 September 2010 - 

97807559 94342 Free Personal And Nursing Care, Scotland, 2008-09 29 July 2010 - 

9780755970582 Adults with Learning Disabilities, The Same as You?, Scotland 2007 25 March 2008 - 

9780755968701 Day Care Services, Scotland 2007 27 November 2007  

9780755996612 Respite Care Scotland 2010 28 September 2010 - 

9780755995882 Mental Health Officers Survey, Scotland, 2009-2010 31 August 2010  

 
 
Complaints and suggestions 
If you are not satisfied with our service, please write to the Chief Statistician, Mr Rob Wishart, 3R.01, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG, 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0302, e-mail rob.wishart@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.  We also welcome any comments or suggestions that would help us to improve 
our standards of service. 
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