C-19 Education Recovery Group
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Surveillance data

Public Health Scotland provided an update on the weekly figures that show a decline
in the number of cases across Scotland per 100,000 people, with the number of
cases amongst 2-17 year olds remaining stable. Data also showed that cases
remain higher amongst older pupils that younger pupils.

Union representatives sought clarity on not-in-school figures in comparison to
attendance figures. Officials confirmed that pupils who are not in school for COVID-
related reasons will be classed as not-in-school, but not as absent in the end-of-year
attendance statistics.

Stakeholder feedback

Union representatives raised the impact on school staff morale of the decision not to
extend the school Christmas break at a national level. The broader impact of varying
school holiday dates across different local authorities was also raised as something
to consider in the long-term. It was recognised that issues in schools are not
happening in isolation to the rest of society, and that Public Health advice
recommends an organised environment is better for the suppression of the virus
overall.

Testing

Officials provided an update on work underway to develop two main strands of
testing within school communities. Pilots are intended to start in January, with the
scalability of options being a key concern.

It was requested that student teachers and university tutors observing students on
placement are considered alongside testing for staff.

Public Health colleagues also updated that the School Infection Survey (SIS) will be
rolled out from January 2021 now the feasibility testis complete.

Feedback from the Children’s Parliament

Representatives from the Children's Parliament highlighted the importance of making
decisions with a children’s rights approach, as well as listening to and learning from
feedback from children as we progress through education recovery. It was raised
that, while the pandemic has been challenging, it has exacerbated issues that were
already problematic for disadvantaged families.

Key issues raised included exam anxiety amongst pupils, and the capacity within
schools to offer a varied curriculum eg. to include outdoor learning, at a time when
COVID restrictions impact the number of volunteers a school can rely upon for
support.

Next meeting: Thursday 17 December 2020



