












































































































































ALTERNATIVE ROUTES EVALUATION 
BSC (HONS) PRIMARY WITH SPECIALISM 

UNIVERSITY OF STIRLING 

1. Description of Programme

The BA/BSc (Hons) in Professional Education Primary with various specialisms , Inclusive 
Practice, Literacy, Numeracy and Primary Science offers students the opportunity to study 
education and a subject aligned to their specialism at university level. 

Students are required to take modules in Educational Studies, Primary Education and 
School Experience alongside their specialism subject. In semesters 1-5 Education and 
subject modules are studied concurrently. In semesters 6-8 the focus is on Education. 
Specialism modules in the third and fourth year of the Programme bring the specialism 
subject knowledge and primary education together, enabling participants to gain a deeper 
understanding of their specialism - its nature, history and applications to primary education 
- and their ability to communicate this knowledge to pupils, colleagues, and parents.
Participants also develop knowledge and abilities that will equip them for future roles as
subject/area leaders in primary schools as well as strengthening their employability and
opportunities to influence the practice of others.

A key feature of the Stirling ITE Primary Programmes is concurrency. The concurrent !TE 
Programme is neither a Postgraduate programme nor a BEd, but it does have elements of 
both. It enables study of a specialism alongside a teaching qualification. It also has a 
longer period for reflection and the integrated study of the BEd. 
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5. Analysis of data

Overall retention for cohort 1 is reported as 83% (n= -6). No reasons for leaving are 
available. Cohort 2 retention is at 100% going into the 2019/20 academic year. 

6. Selection Process

The University evaluates the UCAS statement to determine breadth of experience 
working with children across different ages, mentoring roles in school, evidence of 
communication and leadership skills and additional qualifications. 

Through year 1 of the programme tutors and participants work together in specialism 
seminars. These seminars enable further evaluation by both parties of the suitability of 
teaching as a career before progressing into year 2. 

7. Student views on participation in programme

Appeal of Programme 

• opportunity to study, at degree level, in a specialism subject
• employability prospects, given the specialisms are current priority areas across Scottish

primary education
• key partnership with highly experienced teachers, who are seconded from local schools

to support course delivery (Teacher Fellows). They work alongside academic tutors and
are part of the rich practice-theory links within the university

• use of micro-teaching to build confidence in teaching - working with small groups of
children on the University campus

Challenges/barriers faced and how to overcome

• studying the specialism subject at degree level alongside students studying the
subject for a 'full' degree - focus now on subject specialism in year one of the
programme, which is offering the potential for participants to feel more aligned to their
subject specialism than primary education;

• Timetabling for Primary Science students - working in partnership with Heriot Watt
(HWU) has meant students having to work across two campuses and this has led to
challenges with timetabling. To address this, adjustments have been made to the
Primary Science programme, with students only attending HWU during their first year
and the compulsory year one Education modules being delivered at HWU.

• the need to have Higher's in both Chemistry and Physics - primary science
students now only require a Higher in Physics or Chemistry and from year 2 they will be
based full-time at Stirling.

In terms of resilience more generally, Stirling is involved in a pilot initiative with the
mental health charity Place2Be, which involves a full-time experienced counsellor in
child and adult mental health. The new member of staff has been providing support
through lectures, seminars but the most powerful inputs, reported by students, has
been the offer of confidential 1-1 meetings (over 40 students have taken up this
opportunity).
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• New academics joining the team with internationally recognised research profiles in 
mathematics, literacy and inclusive practices.

• Place28e project - securing a bid to engage in a two year fully funded mental health 
project to support students' developing understanding of children's mental health and 
how as teachers they can support this but also, importantly, supporting the students 
own mental health. At the heart of the project is valuing the importance of talk, and 
giving students the opportunity for critical reflective dialogue (supervision) with a trained 
specialist counsellor in child mental health.

• Director of Placements is working with GTCS to ensure more timely notification of 
placements, providing mentoring sessions for teachers and introducing a new weekly 
mentoring booklet for students to help guide the regular conversations with mentors.

9. Extent to which programme met educational objectives and possible areas 
for improvement 

Given that no cohort has yet completed the programme there is no detail provided by the 
University at this stage. 

10. Overall lessons learned

It remains early in the life of the programme but the importance of establishing 
placements in a timely manner and ensuring that consistent quality mentoring is provided 
for all students appears to be key. 

11. Conclusion

This provision combines degree level study in primary education with a specialism 
subject in priority areas and appears to enjoy the support of both tutors and participants 
in terms of its structure, pace and delivery. 

Overall Assessment 

Intakes and retention of participants remains positive and it will be important to ensure 
that the challenges being faced in securing suitably well supported placements for 
students is addressed. 
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