
FACTOID SHEET
T H E  O C E A N
9 7 %  o f  l i f e  o n  E a r t h  i s  i n  t h e  s e a  

There are 50,000 different types of 
micro-organisms in Scotland’s seas

but the smallest ocean in the world - 

the Arctic - is 5,427,000 
square miles

Around 20% of people in 
Scotland live within one 

kilometre of the sea

Around 75% 
of the earth

 is covered in 
water

The largest sea in the world - 

the Mediterranean - is 965,000 
square miles 



There is more DNA in 

a bucket of 

seawater than 
in the human body

80% of all pollution in seas 
and oceans comes from the 

land, either as litter or waste

 blogs.scotland.gov.uk/coastal-monitoring/

 www.flickr.com/marinescotland

www.youtube.com/marinescotlandvideo
 

@GreenerScotland
 www.gov.scot/marinescotland/education

Over 90% of trade among 
countries is carried by ships

There are nearly 

5,000 kms of active 
telecommunications cable in 
Scottish seas – the same as a 
return flight from Scotland to 

Moscow in Russia.

© Crown copyright, illustrations by Keith Mutch, Marine Scotland Communications and Istockphoto ©


