
CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

1. Do you support the development of an MPA network in Scotland’s Seas?  

Yes   No  

Scotland’s National Parks have four aims set out by Parliament:
• To conserve and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the area;
• To promote sustainable use of the natural resources of the area;
• To promote understanding and enjoyment (including enjoyment in the form 
of recreation) of the special qualities of the area by the public;
• To promote sustainable economic and social development of the area’s 
communities.

The Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority (LLTNPA)
approach to managing the National Park is set out in our National Park 
Partnership Plan (NPPP). The plan reflects the special qualities, challenges 
and opportunities that exist within the park and set out the basic principles 
that guide the management of the park. The National Park has 62km of 
marine coastline including the intertidal zone of three sea lochs in the Firth 
of Clyde. The sea lochs therefore make an important contribution to the 
special qualities of the National Park as well as providing a major tourism 
and economic resource in their own right and as the marine gateway into 
the park. This consultation response has been provided with respect to our 
four aims and in accordance with the basic principles set out the LLTNPA 
NPPP. 

Overall the LLTNPA supports the principle of developing a network of 
Marine Protected Areas (MPA) within the Scottish Marine environment, and 
believe the proposed network supports Policies ENV10 and ENV14 in our 
current Local Plan. However, the subsequent comments provided within this 
response relate only to Loch Goil, as this is section of the Loch Fyne and 
Loch Goil proposed MPA that is adjacent to the park.  

Individual possible Nature Conservation MPAs

2. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Clyde Sea Sill possible 
Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  



Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments



3. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the East Caithness Cliffs
possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes  No  

Comments

4. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the East of Gannet and 
Montrose Fields possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes  No  

Comments



5. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Faroe-Shetland sponge belt 
possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments

6. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Fetlar to Haroldswick
possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments



7. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Hatton-Rockall Basin
possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments

8. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Loch Creran possible 
Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments



9. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Loch Sunart possible 
Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments

10.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Loch Sunart to the Sound 
of Jura possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes  No  

Comments



11.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Loch Sween possible 
Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments

12.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Lochs Duich, Long and 
Alsh possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments



13.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Monach Isles possible 
Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments

14.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Mousa to Boddam possible 
Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments



15.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the North-east Faroe Shetland 
Channel possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes  No  

Comments

16.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the North-west Orkney 
possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments



17.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the North-west sea lochs and 
Summer Isles possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments

18.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Noss Head possible Nature 
Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes  No  

Comments



19.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Papa Westray possible 
Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments

20.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Rosemary Bank Seamount 
possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments



21.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Small Isles possible Nature 
Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments

22.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the South Arran possible 
Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes  No  

Comments



23.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for The Barra Fan and Hebrides 
Terrace Seamount possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes  No  

Comments

24.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Turbot Bank possible 
Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments



25.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Upper Loch Fyne and Loch 
Goil possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Based on the data presented within ‘Scottish MPA Project Assessment 
against the MPA Selection Guidelines: Upper Loch Fyne and Loch Goil 
Possible Nature Conservation MPA’ document, the LLTNPA feels that the 
proposed designation for Loch Goil is justified. 

Management Options: Yes   No  

Based on the information presented within ‘Scottish MPA Project 
Management Options: Upper Loch Fyne and Loch Goil Possible MPA’, the 
LLTNPA has no objections to the proposed management options for Loch 
Goil. 

The LLTNPA supports sustainable development that protects the long term 
integrity of the National Park. We believe that the management options 
proposed for Loch Goil supports our approach and the sustainable use of 
natural resources. 

The LLTNPA agree with the simple management approach that has been 
adopted. 

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments

26.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the West Shetland Shelf 
(formerly Windsock) possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  



Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments

27.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the Wyre and Rousay Sounds 
possible Nature Conservation MPA?  

Designation: Yes   No  

Comments

Management Options: Yes   No  

Comments

Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes   No  

Comments

All of the above: Yes   No  

Comments



Choices to represent features in the MPA Network

28.Recognising the scientific advice from JNCC included alternatives for 
representing offshore subtidal sands and gravels, ocean quahog and shelf 
banks and mounds in the Southern North Sea, do you have a preference or 
comments on the following combinations to represent these features, 
bearing in mind Turbot Bank will need to be designated to represent 
sandeel in this region:

Firth of Forth Banks Complex
Turbot bank and Norwegian Boundary Sedimentary Plain
Or Firth of Forth Banks Complex, Turbot bank and Norwegian Boundary 
Sedimentary Plain

Comments

29.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessments for the preference you have 
indicated in the question above, regarding alternatives for representing 
offshore subtidal sands and gravels, ocean quahog and shelf banks and 
mounds in the Southern North Sea?  

Yes   No  

Comments

30.Recognising the scientific advice from JNCC included alternatives for 
representing the burrowed mud feature in the Fladens, do you have a 
preference or comments on the following combinations to represent these 
features, bearing in mind the part of Central Fladen (known as Central 
Fladen (Core)) containing tall seapen (Funiculina quadrangularis) will need 
to be designated to represent tall seapen in this region:

Central Fladen pMPA only
The tall sea-pen component of Central Fladen, plus Western Fladen
Or the tall sea-pen component of Central Fladen, plus South-East Fladen.

Comments



31.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessments for the preference you have 
indicated in the question above, regarding alternatives for representing the 
burrowed mud feature in the Fladens?  

Yes   No  

Comments

32.Recognising the scientific advice from JNCC included alternatives for 
representing offshore subtidal sands and gravels, offshore deep sea mud, 
and burrowed mud in OSPAR Regions III and V, do you have a preference 
or comments on the following combinations to represent these features:

South-West Sula Sgeir and Hebridean slope
Or Geikie slide and Hebridean slope

Comments

33.Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessments for the preference you have 
indicated in the question above, regarding alternatives for representing 
offshore subtidal sands and gravels, offshore deep sea mud, and burrowed 
mud in OSPAR Regions III and V?  

Yes   No  

Comments



Sustainability Appraisal

34.Do you have any comments on the Sustainability Appraisal of the MPA 
network as a whole?  

Yes   No  

Comments

Final Thoughts

35.On the basis of your preferences on which pMPAs should be designated, 
do you view this to form a complete or ecologically coherent network, 
subject to the completion and recommendations of SNH’s further work on 
the 4 remaining search locations?

Yes   No  

Comments

36.Do you have any other comments on the case for designation, management 
options, environmental or socioeconomic assessments of the pMPAs, or 
the network as a whole?  

Yes   No  

Comments




