
MPA CONSULTATION QUESTIONS 

1. Do you support the development of an MPA network in Scotland's Seas? 

Yes / No • 

I Britain's seas are being constantly damaged by human activities. We must do all 
we can to prevent further deterioration through well-organised and well-maintained 

I conservation measures. 

Individual possible Nature Conservation MPAs 

2. Do you have any comments on the case for designation, management 
options and socioeconomic assessment for the possible Nature 
Conservation MPA(s)? 

INSERT RELEVENT pMPA NAME(S) HERE Small Isles MPA 

Designation: Yes / No • 

The present proposed extent of the Small Isles MPA covers many important areas 
of conservation importance. However, to someone who knows the marine biology 
of south Skye it is inexplicable that the boundary currently excludes Lochs 
Scavaig, Slapin and Eishort. 

I request that the boundary be extended to include all three of the south 
Skye sea lochs mentioned above so that the numerous LBAP Priority 
Habitats there (incl. maerl beds, seagrass beds, burrowed mud and intertidal 
boulder beds, plus native oyster beds and numerous low shore/sublittoral 
rocky reefs colonised by exceptional communities of plants and animals) 
and extraordinary biodiversity may be known, understood and protected. 

Seashore surveys have made not just a few discoveries that illustrate high 
biodiversity around and within these lochs: a rapid gathering of recent information 
has compiled a list of 26 new species for the region (spreadsheet enclosed; also 
available from huntsup(S)thevorkwaits.org.uk). many of which are nationally rare or 
even, the public records attest, not found previously on the entire Highland coast. 

These are merely the findings of amateurs visiting the shores of the south Skye 
lochs and represent only a fragment of what might be found if full surveys were to 
be undertaken by professionals. It seems that SNH is unaware of the ecological 
content and importance of the sea lochs east of Soay Sound and does not 
(officially) recognise the presence of extensive maerl and seagrass beds in Loch 
Eishort and at other sites in south Skye. 

Management Options: Yes / No • 

Divers report that the maerl beds in Loch Eishort - and maybe elsewhere, yet to 
li be visited - are being systematically disrupted by (it is presumed) scallop 
;; dredging. A function of urgently-needed conservation measures, perhaps by 
I inclusion of the south Skye lochs within the Small Isles pMPA, would be to prevent 

harmful incursions by dredging boats with advantagies: see below. 
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Socioeconomic Assessment: Yes / No • 

Maerl and Seagrass beds are acknowledged to be nursery sites for several 
species of economic importance, especially scallops whose young attach to 
seagrass leaves by a byssus (as more familiarly do mussels) until ready for their 
usual free-swimming lifestyle. Loss of maerl and seagrass means loss of juvenile 
scallops means reduced populations of adult scallops, with obvious socioeconomic 
consequences. The remedy is also obvious, though the means of carrying it out is 
for the legislators to implement. 
Like maerl and seagrass, native oysters are in decline and of conservation 
importance. There are at least two major populations of them - in Loch Scavaig 
and Loch Eishort - that are in need of protection. 

All of the above: Yes y No • 

Despite harm by dredging and now defunct aquaculture installations, the south 
Skye lochs retain much of their ecological integrity which is of national importance. 
If extending the boundary of the Small Isles pMPA will enhance their conservation 
status, then I request that extension. If not, attention should still be given to 
learning the marine and maritime biodiversity of the region and implementing 
alternative conservation measures that will protect this valuable natural and 
socioeconomic resource. 
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Sustainabilitv Appraisal 

3. Do you have any comments on the Sustainability Appraisal of the MPA 
network as a whole? 

Yes • No / 

Insert comments 

Final Thoughts 

4. On the basis of your preferences on which pMPAs should be designated, 
do you view this to form a complete or ecologically coherent network, 
subject to the completion and recommendations of SNH's further work on 
the 4 remaining search locations? 

Yes / No • 

I If SNH is to oversee conservation in Highland seas it must do its utmost to 
:i discover where key species and habitats are to be found. Conversation with SNH 
I representatives has revealed that the south Skye sea lochs, where biodiversity is 
I known by local residents and amateur naturalists to be exceptional, have not been 

properly surveyed, if at all. This must be remedied, a.s.a.p. please. 

SNH will not be able to make competent decisions for conservation until its 
i; knowledge base includes the south Skye lochs. 

5. Do you have any other comments on the case for designation, management 
options, environmental or socioeconomic assessments of the pMPAs, or 
the network as a whole? 

Yes • No y 

1 Insert comments 

Thank You. 
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