
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONS 
 
1. Do you agree with the proposals set out in the draft Scottish Marine Regions 
Order 2013? 
 
Yes  X   No   
 
If no, please explain why not and your suggested alternative(s). 
 
 
SNH is broadly content with the proposals, but our attached letter raises some 
issues that we believe still need to be addressed to create meaningful and 
effective planning units. 
 

 
 
 
2. Do you have any further comments?  In particular we are seeking views on 
 

o the drafting of the Order;  
o the co-ordinates establishing the marine region boundaries;  
o the boundaries outlined at paragraph 8  above; 
o the names of the regions suggested; and 
o the illustrative map.  

 
 
Please see attached letter which sets out our detailed comments.  The key points 
are: 
 
The regional marine plans cover large areas and will still require an appropriately 
scaled spatial assessment to deal with complex interactions e.g. nearshore issues 
in some busy sea areas. 
 
A clearer steer could be provided on how strategic issues across ‘strategic sea 
areas’ should be dealt with; especially as the individual regional marine plans may 
develop at a different pace and/or have a focus on different issues. 
 
We recommend that the Inshore Fisheries Groups boundaries align with the 
regional marine plan boundaries (whilst recognising that there will be fewer IFGs 
than SMRs). 
 
Regional marine plan boundaries should be based on ecological continuity or 
where no ecological boundary exists on other relevant administrative boundaries.  
We have suggested minor amendments to reflect this for North Coast & Orkney; 
Sound of Mull; and Firth of Clyde & Solway. 
 

 
 



 

 

3. Do you believe that the creation of Scottish Marine Regions 
discriminates disproportionately between persons defined by age, disability, 
sexual orientation, gender, race and religion and belief? 
 
Yes    No  x  
 
 
4. If you answered yes to question 3 in what way do you believe that the 
creation of Scottish Marine Regions is discriminatory? 
 
Comments 
 

 
 


	o the drafting of the Order;
	o the co-ordinates establishing the marine region boundaries;
	o the boundaries outlined at paragraph 8  above;
	o the names of the regions suggested; and
	o the illustrative map.

