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Interactions with other issues
There needs to be close coordination
of flood risk management planning
work with other areas which affect, or
are affected by flood risk management,
including the land use planning
system, infrastructure planning,
coastal erosion, insurance provision
and emergency response (Figure 5).

Land-use planning decisions can be
one of the most powerful tools
available to manage flood risk.  This
concept is set out in Scottish Planning
Policy 2014, which states that the
planning system should prevent
development which would have a
significant probability of being affected
by flooding or would increase the
probability  of flooding elsewhere.
Where redevelopment occurs, the
planning system can identify
opportunities to build flood resilient
structures, sustainable urban drainage
and flood management actions that
are integrated into the fabric of our
urban landscapes. SEPA has been
developing its guidance to planning
authorities on how flood risk should be
taken into consideration in the land-
use planning process.

Figure 5 Three elements of flood risk management

Flood risk management strategies and
local plans produced under the Act
provide additional information to
enable planning authorities to plan and

consider future development with a
more complete picture of current and
future flood risk.

The strategies and local plans include
a series of land-use planning related
actions, which can help guide the
management of flood risk within the
Development Plan area. They include
nationally applicable land-use planning
actions, as well as actions specific to
potentially vulnerable areas that may
have influence on land use matters.
The Development Plan process will be
the mechanism for delivering these
actions.

Planning authorities should review the
actions in each of the potentially
vulnerable areas in their Development
Plan area in order to identify any
opportunities to help deliver them
through the planning process.

Scottish emergency planning and
response is founded on the concept of
Integrated Emergency Management
(IEM). Under IEM, preparation and
response to emergencies focus on the
effects of events rather than their
causes. Close ties between
emergency planning, the Scottish
Flood Forum and flood risk
management planning are needed to
coordinate actions and to manage the
effects of flooding, including where
restoration and repair of homes and
properties is being undertaken once
the flood waters have receded. It is
important to build community and
property resilience to reduce the
impacts of flooding.

Integrated land and water
management
As far as is practicable, an integrated
approach to land and water
management should be pursued.
When developing flood risk
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http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/Water/Floo
ding/FRMAct/guidance  
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https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/water/flooding
/developing-our-knowledge/#Flood_maps
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http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/Water/Floo
ding/FRMAct/guidance











9 Options appraisal for flood risk management 
guidance available at: 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/Water/Floo
ding/FRMAct/guidance
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Comparisons to other risks people 
face in daily life could also be used to 
help explain flooding issues. As no 
comparison is perfect, this approach 
should not be relied upon in isolation. 

Where risk thresholds have been 
used, for instance when identifying 
areas potentially vulnerable to 
flooding, they must be accompanied 
by clear explanations of the criteria 
used, how risks were calculated or 
estimated, and how thresholds have 
been set.  

Maximising access to 
information 
Public engagement and participation 
needs to be on-going and regularly 
refreshed, seeking to attract attention 
and changes in behaviour without 
causing undue alarm. At all times, it 
must be based on clear, accurate 
information, presented in the most 
accessible manner, using non-
technical language. 

This includes using channels and 
partnering organisations already 
popular with those we seek to engage. 

Working in collaboration with 
community resilience organisations 
and other advocates (like the Scottish 
Flood Forum), SEPA, and the 
responsible authorities should help 
individuals, business owners and local 
community groups take some 
responsibility for their own flood 
awareness and preparation. This will 
include documents and communication 
material to promote the use of flood 
resilient repairs and property level 
protection. 

Using flood maps 

Flood maps are a powerful tool for 
communicating complex flooding 
information. For instance flood outlines 
can show predictions of where flood 
waters would go under different 
flooding conditions.

©Crown Copyright. SEPA (2018). All Rights Reserved. The Flood Map data was developed using data from 
various sources. Full acknowledgement of data providers and participating parties is available at 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/flood-map-help-pages/acknowledgements/ 



 

10 http://map.sepa.org.uk/floodmap/map.htm 
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Annex 3  
Related Resources 
The Scottish Government and SEPA have produced additional resources to support 
flood risk management planning.  
 

 

 

If you experience issues with any of the links provided, please email 
FRMplanning@sepa.org.uk  
 

 

 

 

 

Document title Purpose Link 

Options 
Appraisal 
guidance 

Scottish Government guidance on 
methods for identifying and 
assessing positive and negative 
impacts of FRM actions and 
combination of actions (options). 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/W
ater/Flooding/FRMAct/guidance  

 

Flood modelling 
guidance for 
responsible 
authorities 

To support development and 
commissioning of flood studies with 
regards to modelling. 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/wate
r/flooding/developing-our-
knowledge/#Flood_maps 

 

Technical Flood 
Risk Guidance 
for stakeholders 

Advice on modelling for flood risk 
assessments to support planning 
applications.  

http://www.sepa.org.uk/media/162602/ss-
nfr-p-002-technical-flood-risk-guidance-for-
stakeholders.pdf  

Flood study 
check-list 

To support development and 
commissioning of flood studies.  

Request from frmplanning@sepa.org.uk  

Surface Water 
Management 
Planning 
guidance 

Support for developing and 
implementing surface water 
management plans. SWMP quick 
start guide supports this guidance.  

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/W
ater/Flooding/FRMAct/guidance  

 

Natural Flood 
Management 
Handbook 

Includes case studies, 
demonstration projects, NFM 
assessment tools and more.  

https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/163560/se
pa-natural-flood-management-
handbook1.pdf  

mailto:FRMplanning@sepa.org.uk
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/Water/Flooding/FRMAct/guidance
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/Water/Flooding/FRMAct/guidance
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/water/flooding/developing-our-knowledge/#Flood_maps
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/water/flooding/developing-our-knowledge/#Flood_maps
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/water/flooding/developing-our-knowledge/#Flood_maps
http://www.sepa.org.uk/media/162602/ss-nfr-p-002-technical-flood-risk-guidance-for-stakeholders.pdf
http://www.sepa.org.uk/media/162602/ss-nfr-p-002-technical-flood-risk-guidance-for-stakeholders.pdf
http://www.sepa.org.uk/media/162602/ss-nfr-p-002-technical-flood-risk-guidance-for-stakeholders.pdf
mailto:frmplanning@sepa.org.uk
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https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/163560/sepa-natural-flood-management-handbook1.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/163560/sepa-natural-flood-management-handbook1.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/163560/sepa-natural-flood-management-handbook1.pdf
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