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Additional Case Information:

Moribund fish from the Alness River. Fish was received alive from a member of the Cromarty DSFB. Original communication 

regarding the fish were sent to the DI on the 27/07/2020.

The fish was caught at NH 65584 68964.
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
 

SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 
BUSINESS NO FB0544  DATE OF VISIT 27/07/2020 
SITE NO FS1240  SITE NAME Highland – River Alness 
INSPECTOR   CASE NO 20200306 
   

Section 1: Summary 
 
A moribund fish was found on the River Alness and removed for diagnostic sampling. 
 
Histopathology examination revealed mild dermatitis with associated Saprolegnia-like hyphae and 
the presence of Nematodes (likely an Ascaridida) in the abdominal wall. 
 
Yersinia ruckeri and Pseudomonas fluorescens were identified. The level and purity of growth 
would not suggest either would be implicated in fish morbidity. 
 
Several nematode larvae were observed free in the musculature around the vent and were 
identified as Anisakis sp. 
  
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information, have any 
queries regarding this report or if any problems develop.  
 

Section 2: Case Detail 
 
Observations 

 
A moribund fish was caught on the River Alness and diagnostic samples were collected.  
 
The fish had pale, zoned gills and skin lesions on the flank. Internally, there was petechial 
haemorrhaging on the liver and the spleen was enlarged. 
 
Samples  
 
Samples were collected from one fish according to the table below: 
 

Fish 
number 

Pool 
number 

Facility 
number 

Species Stage Origin 

F1 P1 N/A Atlantic salmon 3kg Wild – River Alness 

 
 
Results 
 
Bacteriology: Kidney, gill, spleen and lesion material from F1 were inoculated onto appropriate 
media for the isolation of bacteria.  
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